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"Gee,  I  never  tasted  anything  so  good,"  ha  saysV   He's  cleaned  up  all  the  hot 
stew  on  his  plate,  and  he  wants  soma  more.    The  teacher  isvgladji To/  Johnny  looks 
much  healthier  than  he  did  a  couple  months  ago... his  face  is  fuller  and  rosier, 


his  eyes  are  "bright,  he  stands  up  straight. 

The  teacher  remembers  the  start  of  the  school  lunch  program  "better  than  Johnny 
does.    Johnny  simply  knows  that  now  he  isn't  hungry  all  the  time... that  he's  got 
plenty  of  energy  a,nd  feels  good. 

Here's  how  it  started.    Last  fall,  "both  parents  and  teachers  felt  the  children 
needed  a  good  midday  meal... "but  the  kids  couldn't  go  home  at  noon.    The  only  answer 
was  lunch  at  school.    But  they  had  no  lunchroom. . .no  equipment .. .no  help... no  food 
...no  money.    They  knew  thay  could  get  some  financial  help  from  the  government ,  and 
that  would  take  care  of  most  of  the  food.    But  they  still  had  to  find  a  place  to 
serve  the  lunch. 

Then  somebody  thought  of  the  old  tool  shed  back  of  the  school .. .no  one  was 
using  it,  and  the  size  was  right.    People  in  the  community  cleaned  up  the  shed, 
and  painted  the  inside  of  it  white.    Fathers  and  sons  who  were  handy  with  tools 
built  sturdy  tables  and  benches.    The  school  board  bought  a  kitchen  stove ..  .and.' in- 
stalled a  three-way  sink.    A  training  class  built  the  hot  water  heater  and  a  place 
for  the  kids  to  wash  their  hands. 

Parents  and  teachers  pooled  ideas  on  how  to  get  pots  and  pans  and  dishes! 
And  the  school  hired  a  full-time  cook.    But  she's  not  the  only  worker.    The  chil-r 
dren's  mothers  regularly  volunteer  their  help... the  students  also  do  some  ^ork. 


With  a  pleasant  lunchroom. . .equipment .. .help. . .and  food,  the  lunch  program  wes  re#3- 
y  to  "begin. 

Perhaps  you  wonder  what  kind  of  lunch  Johnny  and  his  school  friends  are  get«?- 
taag.    The  school  principal  and  the  homo  economics  teacher  plan  the  meals  carefully. 
Every  day  the  lunch  follows  this  "basic  plan.    They  have  a  hearty  main  dish... en- 
riched "bread  with  butter  or  fortified  margarine ..  .a  raw  or  cooked  vegetable  or  : 
fruit... and  a  cup  of  milk.    This  is  what  the  War  Food  Administration  calls  a  Type 
A  lunch.    Johnny' s  school  has  a  contract  with  the  War  Food  Administration,  and  the 
government  agrees  to  pay  back  up  to  nine  cents  a  child  when  the  school  serves  this 
kind  of  meal.    That  pays  a  bit  more  than  half  the  cost  of  the  food.    The  community 
makes  ends  meet  by  charging  ten  cents  a  meal.     The  kids  who  don't  have  a  dime  may 
eat  lunch  free. 

Each  month  the  principal  reports  how  much  and  what  kind  of  food  he  bought... 
and  how  many  children  ate  the  lunch.    The  government  pays  the  school  back  at  the 
rate  agreed  on  in  the  contract. 

The  school  supplements  the  food  it  buys  with  the  food  it  grows.    To  make  sure 
of  plenty  of  fresh  vegetables,  the  teachers  and  children  staked  out  a  large  garden 
...and  they  ate  their  own  fresh  vegetables  well  into  November.    This  summer  they 
hope  to  can  enough  to  last  through  the  winter. 

As  the  months  pass  by,  Johnny' s  teachers  are  most  interested  in  watching  his 
health  and  growth.    They  keep  track  of  each  child's  height  and  weight .. .undernour- 
ished bodies  have  already  begun  to  fill  out  with  needed  pounds.    But  also,  teachers 
notice  another  change  in  the  children. . .they' re  more  attentive  and  do  better  work. 

Johnny  goes  to  a  school  in  southwestern  Louisiana.    But  he  might  be  living  in 
any  part  of  the  country.    More  than  four  million  children  are  getting  nourishing 
lunches  in  thirty  thousand  schools  scattered  across  the  Nation.    And  there's  plenty 
of  room  for  more.    The  War  Food  Administration  has  a  regional  office  of  distribu- 
tion:^ each  of  these  cities:  Dallas,  San  Francisco,  Atlanta,  Chicago,  and  New  York. 
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Anybocfcr who  wants  to  know  more  about  the  school  lunch  program. . .can  get  farther  in- 
formation from  any  of  those  offices.    But  as  you've  seen,  the  lunch  program  in 
Johnny's  school  is  a  community  affair.    Parents  and  teachers  worked  it  out  together. 
The  school  board  or  department  of  education  sponsor  the  projects. .but  local  groups 
such  as  P.T.A.  local  women's  clubs  or  civic  clubs  are  often  co-sponsors. 

The  sponsors  sign  an  agreement  with  the  'far  Food  Administration. .  .say  what  kind 
of  lunch  they  plan  to  serve,  and  how  many  children  will  eat  it... and  the  government 
agrees  to  pay  back  from  two  to  nine  cents  for  each  lunch,  depending  on  the  type. 
As  at  Johnny's  school,  there  is  a  small  charge  for  the  lunch... but  the  children  who 
can't  afford  to  pay  are  served  anyway.    The  group  buys  all  the  food .. .and  submits  r 
regular  reports  on  what  they've  bought.    Then  the  government  sends  a  check  to  the 
school  principal. 

Parents  and  teachers  in  many  other  schools  are  just  as  ingenious  as  the  parente 
and  teachers  in  the  Louisiana  school.    Some  have  worked  out  a  simple  but  satis- 
factory lunch  program  in  a  one-room  schoolhouse .. .Others  in  a  consolidated  school 
which  needs  a  large  lunchroom.    The  program  is  easily  adjusted  to  meet  the  needs  of 
most  any  school. 

This  is  our  government's  way  of  making  sure  our  children  are  well-fed  in  waru- 
time  as  in  peace.    The  sponsors  of  these  lunch  programs  consider  the  school  lunch 
an  investment  in  the  future. 
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